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The Book of Acts.
What does it mean to be a church? What does being a church together
look like?
We live in a world that seems a million miles away from the Bible at
times, yet the human condition hasn’t changed. God’s word to God’s
people remains perfect for his purposes. You may be surprised to know
that our world now looks surprisingly similar to the world of the book of
Acts.
It was a world where the worship of the one true God was contested,
where there were many religious options, and where Jesus wasn’t the
dominant one. In fact, Jesus was pretty much unknown! Some say the
Ancient Greeks believed in up to 3000 gods, the Egyptians had over
2000 and the Romans, borrowing the main ones from the Greeks, had
around 35 gods. How does this compare with the secular age we live
in... ? Everything has become a god in the absence of God! Anything
that is trusted in or relied upon more than the one true God is an idol, a
false god in biblical language. That’s why ancient civilizations had gods,
they created gods of love, sun, sea, fire, wisdom, crops, war... so they
could pray / offer sacrifices to something in the hope that this would
bring them happiness.
Today idols exist by different names: love, wealth, health, influence,
success, identity, sexuality. An idol is anything that is trusted in more
than God to bring about the good that you’re seeking. We’re told that
these things can be trusted in for happiness. Now you may think you
don’t have any idols, perhaps that’s because they haven’t failed you yet!
It’s when we lose things we trust in, God takes them away, or his word
commands against them, that’s when the strength of the idol is revealed!
How do we live faithfully in a world with so many ‘gods’?
The truth is, we can’t without spiritual power. We need something
outside of ourselves to reveal the idols of our hearts and empower us to
worship God above all things. The early church was sent out into the
world not just with a message, but with a message and power. Gospel
power radically transformed the hearts of thousands, delivering people
from their many gods and bringing them into a relationship with the one
true God. Out of this vibrant and dynamic communion with Christ,
through the Holy Spirit, a church movement was born, and the Kingdom
of God spread as churches were established near and far.

1

This term we will chart this incredible story of the early church, through
the book of Acts, and find it’s a story we are all caught up in. God
drew near in Christ Jesus, and in His grace poured out his Holy Spirit
into the hearts of all who would receive him. Each week as we gather
together, we draw near to God in response to his invitation and we
find ourselves empowered in his presence.

Why Companion Guide?
This Companion Guide you are holding is an invitation to journey
together through Scripture and through this series. There’s no pressure to
read it inside out, follow everything, and do all the questions, it’s not
homework! It’s an invitation to journal prayers, thoughts, concerns,
questions, and dive deeper into the passages each week to help you
connect with God and the church community.
Place it somewhere you won’t forget and let it prompt you to read the
Word - allow time for the Lord to speak to you, scribbling in the margins
what comes up as you pray. Don’t worry if it’s positive or negative, you’re
on a journey, why not share with a trusted person or your life group, what
you’re learning about yourself, or God in the process. Don’t forget to ask
questions too, that’s all part of learning! There are no stupid questions,
we’re family!
Every Friday, the Bible passage will be the one for the Sunday morning
sermon, so you have a chance to pray and think on the passage before
the meeting, perhaps the Lord will encourage you to share something
with us during worship? Like the early church we don’t come on Sundays
to consume but to build one another up, to encourage and edify one
another as part of our worship to God. Life amongst many ‘gods’ is tough
going! Let’s come together to help bring one another to Jesus and the
truth of His Word.
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What About When I Don’t Desire God?
Weird question? Not really… I’d guess for most of us we go through
seasons where if we’re really honest we don’t desire God, we don’t feel a
love for Him like we once did. In this season of returning to church, and
reconnecting and refreshing, it can be a sharp reminder that things feel
different, that something has been lost. This is natural, don’t bury that
feeling, use it to push you toward God.
In lock-down, we’ve been so prone to depending on the things the world
says will get us through life. It’s easy to take our eyes off Christ and find we
don’t depend on Him like we used to. When this happens, doing the
‘normal’ Christian things feels like duty, like dry religion, like law, and even
the little things can feel like huge burdens. Perhaps it’s not just a Covid
safety that is making you apprehensive about a return to physical church?
Good news! Christ invites the weary and heavy laden to come to Him and
find rest for their souls.
God has never wanted sacrifice, or dry dull duty for its own sake, God is
interested in our hearts, He wants us to desire Him. That sounds even
harder, doesn’t it?! Not if you understand grace! We can rest, because it is
our faith that has saved us, not what we’ve done, and its faith that will sustain
us, not our religious effort in the future. Grace is the unmerited favour of
God. Grace means that when we don’t desire God, God doesn’t give up on
us!
One of my favorite Old Testament passages speaks of this, Micah 7:8-9:

8 Do not rejoice over me, my enemy!
Though I have fallen, I will stand up;
though I sit in darkness,
the Lord will be my light.
9 Because I have sinned against him,
I must endure the Lord’s fury
until he champions my cause
and establishes justice for me.
He will bring me into the light;
I will see his salvation.
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I can’t tell you how many times I have to remind myself of this! There are
times as Christians when we fall - we stumble every day, yet sometimes we
feel like we’ve fallen headfirst. Our inner voice starts to condemn us, and
we know the enemy is rejoicing! In these moments the Christian can say, ‘I
will rise! I will stand up!’ No matter how dark things feels, we can say ‘the
Lord will be our light’.
While verse 9 may not sound encouraging, it is an incredible promise.
First, let’s deal with the fury… The people of God, the speaker of this
passage, admit sinning against God, they admit not following his ways, and
since we know God’s ways are good, we know to not follow them is bad,
and since God is just, his holiness demands a strong reaction – rage! But
God is also full of grace! Christ himself came to champion our cause. 1
John 2:1 tells us that when we sin, Jesus advocates for us before the
Father, he stands before God on our behalf, he pleads our case, he knows
our humanity, and empathizes with our weaknesses. And God credits
Christ’s righteousness to us.
God is not angry with us because of Jesus! Yet, we do have to endure the
discipline of God, the natural consequences of our sin. God doesn’t
condemn us, yet he can’t turn back the clock on our sin and save us from
having to work through what we may have caused. There is still something
to be endured… but grace means we can endure it, walking hand in hand
with the Father. He doesn’t turn his face away from us! Justice was
established in Christ receiving on himself the penalty we were due.
Therefore, no matter how low we may feel, how dark things may get, how
much we want to hide, God will bring us into his marvellous light! As Psalm
139 says, his Spirit is with us wherever we go and whatever we do, and even
the darkness is not dark to Him! So, when we don’t desire God, we can
trust God that He has got us, that He loves us, that He hasn’t distanced
himself from us, and that he awaits like the prodigal Father to run to
embrace us when our hearts return to Him (Luke 15:11-32. We can rest in
His grace.
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Our vision as a church is to see lives and communities transformed by the
gospel, enjoying God and glorifying Him in all things. God is most
glorified when we are most satisfied in Him. God wants us to be able to
enjoy Him, from our hearts! God wants us to want to desire Him. And he
has provided the way - Jesus is the way! It is understanding and resting in
God’s grace revealed in Jesus, that is the antidote to cold heart. It is
through beholding Christ that we are reminded of everything that He has
done for us by this grace - the incalculable riches of Christ (Ephesians 3:8).
God knows that it is through worship that the desires of the human heart
are shaped. Not worship as in singing, but worship that consists of every
act where we prioritise God, when we trust in God above all the other
competing gods. That’s why he gave the Israelites the Shema,
Deuteronomy 6 v5:

5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your strength.
As we worship (with acts of love), our desires are reoriented towards the
source of true life and human flourishing, God himself. God wants us to
be captivated by his love revealed in the gospel. As we come daily to His
Word, and weekly with His people into His presence, His Spirit works in us
to reveal the truth of what God has done at a deep level, rewiring our
affections towards him, Psalm 37 v4:

4 Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you your heart’s
desires.
As we see Christ, and we remember the gospel, as we find ourselves
written into His story of salvation, instead of seeking to write our own
stories we find rest. As we realise everything we’ve been forgiven for, our
love for God will grow. And as we delight in Him, our desires will also be
met in Him.
So, while God doesn’t want us to do things out of duty, every act that
places Him first works to bring our hearts back to him, if it is done as a
response to the grace that we have received. Every week we’ll be
prioritising beholding this grace, preaching the gospel, and encountering
God. Come and let your hearts be refreshed in Him.
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Ways to worship...
Worship and singing have often been assumed to be the same thing! Yet
worship in the Bible means so much more. The first time we encounter the
word translated as worship is when Abraham goes to sacrifice Isaac (Genesis
22:5), it’s the Hebrew word literally translated as ‘to bow down’. The Greek
word used in the New Testament translated as worship is proskyneō, which
means the same thing, ‘to prostrate oneself before’. Biblical worship is more
than singing, it’s an act of subjection before God, bowing down to elevate
him, an act of reverence. Worship enthrones Christ.
We lose something of the wonder of worship when we see it as simply song.
Worship is about the state of our hearts before God, it’s not so much about
actions, it’s about a disposition before God, that leads to heartfelt response
(which may be singing praise!). Sacrifice was an act of worship in the Old
Testament - it was costly, and not often accompanied by singing… Yet even
of the sacrificial system God established pre-Christ, God said his desire is for
faithful love not sacrifice for its own sake (Hosea 6:6).
We are called to live our whole lives worshipfully, to enthrone Christ over every
aspect of our lives. This will result in behavior that it strange to the world, and
it is a powerful statement that demonstrates to the world we that we truly
believe and trust in God.
On Sundays we gather as God’s people to participate in the act of worshiping
God in His presence. There is power in doing this together, we are not solo
wanderers in a strange world, we are a family given to one another to care for,
encourage and build up in the knowledge of God. The whole of Sunday is
worship, a place where our hearts are reoriented, refreshed and reset before
God. Whether we are singing, hearing the Word, encouraging one another,
praying, it is all worship. Each week through this Companion Guide we will be
profiling a different way we can worship together, and you’ll hopefully see
these things popping up in our Sunday gatherings too.
Why not check out the 2-hour Faithlife Course on Biblical worship? PD207 –
Worship That Pleases God. You can find it on Faithlife TV here: https://
faithlifetv.com/items/796815
Or consider reading Andrew Wilson’s short book: Spirit and Sacrament.
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Going deeper into what
the Bible teaches…
The Bible is like an ocean, shallow enough for children to dip in to play and
deep enough for whales to dive in and never reach the bottom.
Wherever we are in our journey of following Jesus, the Bible has something
to say to our questions.
We have a range of resources in this guide to help one another go deeper.
However much we’ve explored before, the resources in this guide will help
you. They’ll be marked by one, two or three waves…

Dipping in — One Wave
Short, introductory resources that will be interesting and accessible to all.

Wading in — Two Waves
A little longer, fuller exploration that’s still relatively easy to read.

Diving in — Three Waves
A deeper reading with more academic language

Scan me for
more info

(scan this QR code for an
overview of the Book of Acts)

PART 1
PART 2
7

“I wrote the first narrative, Theophilus, about all that Jesus
began to do and teach until the day he was taken up, after he
had given instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
he had chosen.” (Acts 1:1-2)

Luke wrote his ‘first narrative’, the Gospel of Luke, about the life and
ministry of Jesus on earth, his death and resurrection.
Now he writes about the explosive growth of the early church as a
movement from a small number in Jerusalem to spreading all the
way to Rome, fulfilling ancient Old Testament promises about how
God would gather all the nations into the Kingdom of his Messiah.
Luke carefully gives us throwback references to Old Testament
prophecies from start to end.
Acts is the hinge between the gospels and the rest of the New
Testament. Without it, we can’t see how the door of the gospel
swung open to the world.
Reading the Book of Acts, you’ll find… tongues of fire, arrests, riots,
courtroom dramas, jail break, angels, miracles, famines, shipwrecks,
debates, and lots of speeches. But, most remarkably, you see a
movement of ordinary daily discipleship to Jesus by ordinary people
during difficult times.
After Jesus’ ascension to heaven, he sent the Holy Spirit to
empower his church as a movement of witnesses to spread the
message of the gospel and to draw people from the nations to live
under his loving reign.
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“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

Chapters 1-7 detail the start of the story in Jerusalem. Chapters
8-12 capture what happened next in Judea and Samaria.
Chapters 13-28 follow the story all the way to the ends of the
earth in Malta and then Rome. Just as Jesus said. In each of these
segments, we see the expansive reign of Jesus as Lord of all the
world.
It’s tradition to call it The Acts of The Apostles, but don’t miss
how Luke starts. He says his first book was about what Jesus
began to do and teach… he hasn’t finished! While we see the
church on the move in this book, what we’re really seeing is how
the ascended Jesus is moving in his church through his Spirit
both then and now. These are the acts of the ascended Lord
Jesus.
Reading Acts encourages us that the church is in the hands of our
Lord Jesus, reminds us of his heart to see his name known in
every nation, moves us to welcome and love those whom Jesus is
welcoming and loving into his Kingdom, gives us a picture of how
Jesus is building his church as his temple dwelling-place on earth.
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Who wrote it? Who was it written to?
Although the Book of Acts never says ‘Written by Luke!’, the evidence
strongly concludes that the physician Luke was the author. As a companion
of the apostle Paul (Colossians 4:14; 2 Timothy 4:11; Philemon 24), Luke
was present with him during the events of the Book of Acts, noted by the
author’s use of the first hand ‘we’ from Acts 16:10 onwards.
Luke’s Gospel and The Book of Acts are dedicated to Theophilus, which
means ‘Lover/Friend of God’. It’s possible Theophilus was a high-ranking
Roman official since he calls him ‘most excellent Theophilus’ in Luke’s
Gospel. Perhaps he was an acquaintance of Luke, or Luke was dedicating
the book to him, or he was hoping he would promote this work, or he was
appealing to Theophilus in Paul’s trial by writing a defense. Another idea is
that it’s a generic name (‘Friend of God’) for Christians everywhere. Neither
view is conclusive but contributes to why we think Luke wrote these works.

When was it written?
Most likely c. A.D. 62. The book traces the story of the apostle Paul, but
notably doesn’t include the end of his life and the outcome of his trial
before Caesar! It would be very odd for Luke to miss out those bits if he
knew about them, so it’s likely he wrote it before they occurred. Another
theory is that it was written about c. A.D. 70, and he omitted those events
because his purpose was simply to detail the spread of Christianity to as
far as Rome.

Why was it written?
Acts is a sequel to the Gospel of Luke. It’s unique as the only historical
narrative in the New Testament that’s not one of the four gospels. It’s likely
Acts was Luke’s defense of the apostle Paul’s ministry, but could also be
his account of how and where Christianity spread between c. A.D. 30–60.
Both views are supported by how Luke uses the stories of the apostles to
explain how the global spread of Christianity resulted from the events of
Jesus’ life and how it fits into the ancient story of God’s people, such as
how his people are the new temple or how Gentiles are included in his
people.
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LISTEN DEEPER
Throughout the story of the Bible, music has been
used to stir the soul and lift the eyes. It has been a way
that the people of God can bring praise, worship and
adoration to Him.
Paul and Katie have put together some playlists that
will help us to come into the presence of God,
connect with Him and stir us to worship.
We have put together some playlists to help connect ....

Paul and Katie's worship playlist

songs that have been speaking to us as a team
that help us to connect with God and stir our
worship.

ChristCentral songs Playlist

has God spoken to you through a song we've sung on
a Sunday morning? These are some of the songs we
use during out gathered worship.

Soaking playlist

come and dwell in His presence; come and spend
time reflecting and listen to the voice of the Father.
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� Introducing

$ Faithlife

Did you know some millenials find it easier to engage with

an online community than a physical one? Being online is
less intimidating, and can encourage people to be more
honest and open up more, especially online chat. We
want to grow together as a family, not just in knowledge
of the truth, but in our love for one another, we hope the
new Faith life App will faciliate an open, inclusive, honest,
encouraging and supportive community, which strengthens
us as we live life out in the world.
Our current public Facebook page doesn't enable us
to do this. It's not a place where we can have private
conversations, share family news, communicate prayer
requests, and so much more. Also, not everyone is on
Facebook, especially our students who are now using all
sorts of new platforms, so setting up a private Facebook
page doesn't help. For some, Facebook is a source of
distraction,, and of comparison, not compatible with
cultuvating a life of peace, joy and love.
Our Faithlife group will be for known and regular attendees
who profess a faith in Jesus Christ. Restricting the group in
this way gives us the assurance that everyone contributing
is known to us, and desires to be an active part of the
church. It is hoped everyone will move towards
membership and become part of the family too.
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$ FaithlifeEau1P

Through lockdown we've been assessing our expenditure
and making sure it relfects our priorities. You'll hopefully
all know 10% of our budget is now allotted to care for

the community... (in addition to the 1 0% we tithe out to

Commission and local and global organisations). We've also
now taken the decision to invest in Faithlife Equip that puts

Christian TV and film, Kids TV, eBooks, Bible study tools,

and theology courses into the hands of all our members, at

no cost to yourselves! We are committed and invested into
your spiritual growth! We want to present all our members

mature in Christ.

Being a member of ChristCentral has never been about

just a Sunday morning service, or a sermon once a week,

it's about living a lives with Christ at the centre. It's about

partnering with God as He transforms us into the likeness

of Jesus. So we want to provide you with the tools to live

a faith life everyday of the week. We are giving you access

to top quality Christian resources that will help you orient

your life around Jesus. The best way to find out everything
available is to start exploring. Here are some highlights!
Faith life TV Faithlifetv.com or via the Faith life TV app.

Here you can find great documentaries, bible study tools,

films, dramas all produced with an aim to glorify God. While
the acting may not be Hollywood A-list quality, the feel

good factor of entertainment that affirms truth and leads

you to a greater knowledge of God is priceless.
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Connect and grow.
Here are some ways to connect with the life of the
church, stay rooted in Jesus and grow in your faith.

Our life groups run during our sermon series. We love to see
people connected in with the family, sharing meals, praying
for each other and going deeper into the message from
Sunday.

Aimed at men, the Conquer Series starts on Tuesday 5th
October at The Acorn and the Vine (109 Palmerston Road)
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There is more to life! Invite a friend to Alpha to see the
gospel explained, and lives transformed. Alpha is a
great evangelistic opportunity to see people come to know
Jesus. Our 8 week Alpha starts Tuesday 12th October at
Treadgolds (Bishop Street, Portsea). Sign up above.
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It is for freedom Christ has set us free! You have free
access to all of the Freedom in Christ course at any
time for self study.
ficm.org.uk/freedomstreamresources
user name: Christcentral password: N0t5lone

1
2
3
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Acts 1: 1- 11

PROMISED POWER
"He is before all things and in
him all things hold together."
1 Cor 1: 17

Imagine the feeling of joy, relief and victory when the disciples
saw the risen Jesus! On that Sunday morning, when the stone
was rolled away and the tomb was empty; Jesus stood with his
disciples as the risen King!
For 40 days he appeared with his disciples, teaching them and
performing miracles. But here in Acts chapter 1 we read about
what is to come next. Jesus is telling his friends that he is to
leave them again. Not through death this time, but to return
to the Father. They are to wait, to stay in Jerusalem until the
Holy Spirit comes to fill and empower them to do all that
Christ is calling them to. Jesus then ascends, he returns to the
Father in a cloud, taken out of their sight. Now, they wait. But
they catch a glimpse, not of Jesus on the cross, but Jesus
exalted!
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Who wrote Acts?

"I wrote the first narrative Theophilus…"
Acts is a continuation of the Gospel of
Luke, written by the same author to the
same audience.

The promise of the Holy Spirit...

The Holy Spirit was promised but had not
yet filled His people. Jesus promised that
the prophesy in Joel 2 would one day be
fulfilled; that one day the Spirit of God
would be poured out on all believers and
all would be filled and empowered. Now
the disciples are waiting for that day,
believing that Jesus would bring that
about as he is glorified and exalted.
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DAILY READINGS
MONDAY/ Psalm 103
TUESDAY/ Isaiah 53
WEDNESDAY/ Philippians 2: 1- 11
THURSDAY/ Revelation 1
FRIDAY/ Acts 2: 1- 21
(getting ready for Sunday)

G GOING DEEPER
Witness — Josh Yeoh
A song written and performed by worship leaders from across
multiple continents, including the voices of over 3000
students from universities across Europe, as a prayer for God
to bring revival.
Acts and the Ascension of Jesus
Patrick Schreiner
Patrick Schreiner talks about his latest books on the ascension
of Jesus and the Book of Acts, starting 7 minutes in.

22

Week1

Ways to worship
Call to Worship
We are now starting each week with a reminder that we
gather on the invitation of the God of the universe, who
invites us to come into His presence and receive His love.
We want to begin singing each week as a response to
what God has already done for us, proclaimed from the
Word of God. Whether it’s been a good week, or a tough
one, we don’t sing because everything in our lives is
perfect, we sing because God is perfectly good. God is
worthy of our worship, whether we feel like it or not.
Singing based on an invitation from God reminds us that
it’s not our act of singing that invites God’s presence
down. God’s presence is something we are invited into as
we realign our hearts with his truth. This helps us to
avoid being ‘fake’ too. We don’t want people to appear
outwardly passionate and full of joy and freedom if their
hearts are far from God. We want to present a truth that
stirs hearts first. Our hope is that in spite of
circumstances, people will decide to trust the truth, to lay
down fears and insecurities and sing with confidence in
King Jesus the Saviour.
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THE WORLD

“Lord, are you restoring the kingdom to Israel at this
time?” [Acts 1:6] Let's pray for peace in the Middle East,
knowing that, with God, nothing is impossible. [Luke 1:37]

THE NATION

I wrote the first narrative, Theophilus, about all that Jesus
began to do and teach [Acts 1:1]. Let's pray that the
teachings of Jesus would once again become common
knowledge in our nation.

THE CHURCH

" They all were continually united in prayer" [Acts 1:14].
Let's ask God to help us to develop our prayer lives: as Life
Groups, as a Church, and across the Commission family.
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A SPACE FOR YOUR THOUGHTS ...

Week1
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A SPACE FOR YOUR THOUGHTS ...
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Week1

1

Promised Power - Acts 1:1-11
In verse 1 it talks about the work that Jesus began while on
earth, how does his work continue when he is with the
Father?

2

What do you apostles misunderstand about the kingdom of
God? Why does that matter?

3

In verse 4, what is the gift that Jesus is talking about? Why
should the apostles wait?

4

What does being a witness mean to you? In what ways is
this reflected in your day to day lives?

5

What part do you play in building the kingdom of God?

Challenge: share some passages of
scripture that show the supremacy of
Jesus. Share them with the group.
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Acts 2: 1-21

CONFUSING SOUNDS

"Then they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit
gave them ability for speech." Acts 2: 4

Acts 2: 4
The day of Pentecost had arrived. The disciples were together and they
were waiting. Just as Jesus had instructed them, they waited. They
weren't sure what they were waiting for! They had been told that the
Spirit of God, the Helper, was to come after Jesus went. They had even
been told that it was going to be 'better' that Jesus left so that the Spirit
could come. And now, it was happening. They gathered together, praying
for what God had for them, and the Spirit fell. This was new, a new sense
of boldness, an empowering from God that would forever change them.
This was a new chapter; for them, the church and indeed a chapter that
would change the whole earth, forever.
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The day of Pentecost is a day that is
remembered through many church
traditions. It is traditionally the 50th day
from Easter Sunday, the day in which the
Spirit of God fell on the disciples. The
Holy Spirit is God, he is the 3rd person of
the Trinity and has been at work in the
lives of the people of God throughout
the Bible. But here, something different
is happening. The Spirit is not falling on
one particular person, for a specific job
as He did with Moses, Joshua or Samuel.
He is filling all believers, falling on all
those who have faith in the work of Christ
on the cross, He is at work in the hearts
of all believers, bringing them to faith in
Christ.
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DAILY READINGS
MONDAY / Genesis 1
TUESDAY / Joel 2: 28- 32
WEDNESDAY / Luke 3: 21- 22
THURSDAY / Ephesians 3: 14- 21
FRlDAY / Acts 2: 14- 36
(getting ready for Sunday)

G GOING DEEPER
What Are The Tongues of Fire in Acts 2?
Brian Vickers
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Week2

Ways to worship
Psalms
The Psalms are an incredible source of worship material!
It’s an ancient, spiritual Spotify. Reading, singing or
praying the Psalms, highlights the wide range of
emotions that can be present in the heart of the
worshiper. The Psalms endorse feelings of sorrow,
lament, frustration, and righteous anger - something that
modern songs rarely do. We don’t need to stuff emotion
down when approaching God, we don’t need to ignore
that pressing difficulties we face.
God is honored when we humble ourselves before Him,
acknowledge our weakness and choose to depend on His
strength. This is a frequent theme in the Psalms, e.g.–
‘Why, my soul, are you so dejected? Why are you in such
turmoil? Put your hope in God, for I will still praise him,
my Savior and my God.’ (Ps 42:5, 42:11 and 43:5) Let the
Psalms help you become aware of your heart condition
and lead you towards trust in God.
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THE WORLD

"We hear them declaring the magnificent acts of God
in our own tongues" [Act 2:11] Let's pray for the many
people around the world who still don't have the Bible
in their "own tongue" and for organisations seeking to
rectify this. [e.g. https://www.wycliffe.org.uk/]

THE NATION

Let's pray for Christian outreach to students in UK
universities, bearing in mind the impact of COVID-19
on their lives; remembering especially Fearghal and
Santos Alphonso, working for https://www.uccf.org.uk/
in Portsmouth and Olivia, ChristCentral's student
worker.

THE CHURCH

Let's pray that, as a result of God's presence amongst
us and in us at ChristCentral, many would be
"astounded and perplexed, saying to one another,
“What does this mean?""… [Acts 2:12] and would be
drawn towards Jesus.
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A SPACE FOR YOUR THOUGHTS...

Week2
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Confusing sounds - Acts 2:1-21
How easy or hard do you find it to bring Jesus up in
conversation with those who don’t know him?
From the day of Pentecost, verse 2 tells us that the Holy
Spirit came with wind-like sound and fire-like
appearance. These sound like signs from various places
in the Old Testament. What do you think the point of
these signs were and why were they necessary?
In verse 4 it says “ All of them were filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the spirit
enabled them”. The word for ‘tongues’ can also be
translated as ‘languages’. From the rest of the passage
what does that tell us about the need of the people
listening?
Read Acts 2:17-18 again. How does the list of types of
people here challenge your assumptions about the
kinds of people God speaks through?
How does this passage challenge us to depend on the
Holy Spirit?

Challenge: Spend time in silence, waiting on
the Holy Spirit. Share any words, pictures or
encouragements you may have had.
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Week3 I Acts 2: 22-40

CHRIST GLORIFIED
Weekly Memory Verse
"I lift my eyes towards the mountains. Where will
my help come from? My help comes from the
Lord, the maker of Heaven and earth."
Psalm 121: 1- 2

Peter stands up. In front of a crowd of
thousands, full of the Holy Spirit, he stands up
and begins to speak. Peter, who denied Jesus 3
times on the night he was crucified; Peter, who
began to walk on water but let fear, doubt and
a lack of faith get the better of him. Peter, now
stands; not in his own strength, but with a
witness to the crowds that is empowered by
God. Now, Peter is different.
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KEV CONCEPTS-----...

The Holy Spirit makes ALL the
difference! Use the daily readings this
week to look at the life of Peter. What is
it that makes the difference in his life?
Does he decide one day that he will no
longer be afraid? Does he make a
resolution with others to stand up for
what he believes in? No; in and of
himself he is only human. He fails when
he looks within. But when he is full of
God's Spirit, that's what changes him.
That's where his strength and his help
comes. "I lift my eyes towards the
mountains. Where will my help come
from? My help comes from the Lord, the
maker of Heaven and Earth." Psalm 121.
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Week3

DAILY READINGS
MONDAY / Luke 5: 1- 11
TUESDAY / Matthew 16: 21- 23
WEDNESDAY / Luke 22: 54- 62
THURSDAY / John 21: 15- 19
FRlDAY / Acts 2: 37- 47

G GOING DEEPER
After Life – BeThinking.org
A collection of resources (10 minute videos) answers
common questions about whether we can believe Jesus
rose from the dead.

How can you prove Jesus rose again?
Adrian Holloway
Adrian Holloway spoke at Durham university’s Christian
Union on the evidence for Jesus’ resurrection. The talk lasts
for about 20 minutes followed by 30 minutes of questions
and answers.

Reading the Bible to see Jesus (Video)
Glen Scrivener
A 40 minute on how Jesus is present, pictures and pointed
to in the Old Testament.
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THE WORLD

"God has made this Jesus. whom you crucified both
Lord and Messiah" [Acts 2:3 ] Take an item from this
week's world news and pray that the church may be
empowered to witness to Jesus' Lordship in the
nation's involved.

THE NATION

"God has raised this Jesus; we are all witnesses of
this." [Acts 2:32] Pray that the church in the UK - and
especially here in Portsmouth - would have
confidence that Jesus is alive and would proclaim His
death and resurrection in the power of the Holy
Spirit.

THE CHURCH

"We are all witnesses". Let's pray that both our
individual lives and our love for one another at
ChristCentral would point to Jesus and that we
would be effective in fulfilling our mission to bring
hope and share truth.
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Ways to worship
Declaration
The Creeds and Confessions of the early church were
used weekly in gathered worship as an affirmation of
belief. This affirmation is an act of worship. It is an act of
warfare. The enemy wants us to lose focus on why we
worship, to distract us to worship lesser things than the
God revealed in Scripture. Boldly declaring together the
truth of God’s word contained in these ancient
statements, is putting faith before feelings. It is an act of
placing ourselves on the firm foundation of the God
revealed to us in the Bible in spite of current circumstance
or what the world says is true.
Some weeks this may be hard to do if battling with a
particular issue, and this is where the beauty of being a
family declaring truth together comes in. We are united
in Christ, we can declare truth over one another, we
encourage one another when many voices are heard,
affirming things the world wants to deny and ignore.
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Christ Glorified - Acts 2:22-40
Peter says they dismissed Jesus as the Messiah by killing him
(Acts 2:22-24). How do people today dismiss the claims of
Jesus?
The Jesus they dismissed was raised to life by God, and Peter
saw him (Acts 2:32). None of us were there to see him, so how
did you come to believe Jesus is who Peter says he is?
How does the way Peter talks about Jesus using Psalm 16
(Acts 2:25-28) and Psalm 110 (Acts 2:34-35) teach us what to
look for when we read the Bible - even the Old Testament?
Read the crowd’s response in Acts 2:36-37. When you are
made aware of your own responsibility for doing wrong,
what’s your natural response?
Read Peter’s invitation to the crowd in Acts 2:38-40.
Considering our guilt for doing wrong, what amazes you
about God’s response?

Challenge: Share communion together this week. Share
in the blood and the body of Jesus.
Take your time over this, don't rush. Pray for one
another and give thanks for the cross.
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A SPACE FOR YOUR THOUGHTS...

Week3
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Week4 / Acts 2: 41-47

HEARTS TRANSFORMED
Weekly Memory Verse
"I will put my laws into their minds and write
them on their hearts. I will be their God and
they will be my people."

Hebrews 8: 10
The message that Peter preached on the day of
Pentecost demanded a response. It was not one that
could simply be ignored. The men and women who
heard it either needed to make the decision to turn
away from the call they were hearing or they needed to
turn to it; accept that they were sinners and in
desperate need of the grace and the forgiveness of
God. 3000 turned towards grace that day. 3000 people
were added to the people of God and the church was
born. Going out from that place were a people who
had responded to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and now,
it would affected change in every aspect of their lives.
Like Peter, they would never be the same. again.
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DAILY READINGS
MONDAY / Genesis 2
TUESDAY / Exodus 15
WEDNESDAY / Daniel 1
THURSDAY / Revelation 7
FRlDAY / Acts 3: 1- 10
(getting ready for Sunday)

G GOING DEEPER
Reading the Bible to see Jesus
Glen Scrivener
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Ways to worship

Week4

Offering
The act of giving financially has been a part of the worship of the
people of God since before the law of Moses (Genesis 14:17-20).
Later enshrined in law, the people provided for the priests and the
work of the temple. As Christians we have been liberated from the
law and invited to respond freely from the heart. When we grasp all
that God has done for us, and the role of the church as a family that
feeds us, we will want to respond through generous giving (2
Corinthians 9:7). Remember the heart, not the action is most
important!
The biblical pattern laid down in the Old Testament is a tithe, or
‘tenth’ of all income. The New Testament does not give an amount
we should give as law (because we are free from law!). Yet Jesus
commends the widow who gave everything from her poverty over
the religious who gave a strict percentage from their abundance.
This level of giving may seem crazy to you in a money-obsessed
culture, it does to non-Christians! We give because we recognize all
we have been given, it’s an act of faith because we trust in a God
who will provide for all our needs. God gave us the skills and ability
to earn, and we just give back what he has given us. As we enthrone
Christ over our finances, we wage war against the idols of
consumerism and individualism and place our treasure in heaven
(Matthew 6:20).
If you’ve yet to start the journey of worship through giving, why not
commit to start with a smaller amount and look to review it as your
faith in God’s provision grows. Ways to give are included at the
back of this guide. You can read more about worship in a material
world with this book you can find in your free Faithlife Library: Every
Good Thing: An Introduction to the Material World and the Common
Good for Christians, by David Jones.
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THE WORLD

Despite over 150 years of missionary witness,
Japanese people remain the world's second largest
unreached people groups, so let's join with the
prayers of many over the years to ask for a
breakthrough in response to the gospel in Japan.
[See https://www.imb.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/02/A-2020-Vision-for-Japan.pdf for
suggested topics ]

THE NATION

“Repent and be baptized, each of you, in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins,
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." [Acts
2:38] Let's pray that many in the UK would repent and
be baptised, and that the power of the Holy Spirit
would be evident in their lives.

THE CHURCH

"They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread,
and to prayer." [Acts 2:42] Let's pray that these four
elements would be marks of the church in the UK and
especially here at ChristCentral.
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Week4

48

Hearts Transformed - Acts 2 v 41-47
What do you think are the most important activities and
practices of Christianity or the Church?
In the previous passage Peter has preached a sermon to the
crowds. What was their response, v41? What did they devote
themselves to, v42?
The believers are amazed by what the apostles do. What
were they doing? How did the people react, v45-46?
Are you surprised by what they did? What did the believers
do and value, which we should value more?
How can we as a Church, and as individuals, prioritise these
things and live them out in our day to day lives?

Challenge: Why not have a meal together
one week before Life Group? Talk about
times when we have been generous or
stepped out in our faith.
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Week4
A SPACE FOR YOUR THOUGHTS...
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WeekS I Acts 3: 1-10

IN JESUS' NAME
Weekly Memory Verse

"Put your hope in God, for I will still
praise Him, my Saviour and my God."

Psalm 42: 5
The disciples go out, into the streets with a fresh
revelation and realisation of the power they now
have inside of them. They realise that the Spirit of
God is at work through them. They have the
authority and the power of Jesus to go and
perform signs and wonders of the coming
Kingdom. Peter and John go to the temple,
passing a man who cannot walk on the steps up to
where people are coming to worship. He is
begging, asking the people to take pity on him
and give him silver or gold. Peter and John give
him what he never realised he needed, Jesus. He
is healed, and leaves praising God.
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The power of Jesus...
The disciples here carry the same
authority that Jesus had. They heal, in his
name and filled with the Spirit of God.
They never claim to be doing this in their
own power but instead give to this man
what they have received, a healing of not
only the body but of the soul.

Signs, wonders and the Gospel
Signs and wonders follow the receiving of
the Spirit, in order that Jesus would be
glorified and the name of the Father
would be praised! This story shows that a
work of the Spirit, in this case the healing
of a man, is followed by an explanation of
the Gospel and an account of the work of
Jesus.
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DAILY READINGS
MONDAY / Mark 1: 21- 34
TUESDAY / Mark 2: 1- 12
WEDNESDAY / Mark 3: 1- 6
THURSDAY / Mark 6: 30- 54
FRlDAY / Acts 4: 1- 22

G GOING DEEPER
Beautiful Gate
Revive Drama Team
A dramatic performance of this week’s story,
performed at a gathering of students from across
Europe organised by International Fellowship of
Evangelical Students

Four Types of Healing
Andrew Wilson
How does God heal? Is it always miraculous? When I
pray for healing, what could I expect?

Does more faith mean more healing?
Andrew Wilson
Faith is often mentioned when healing happens in
the Bible. But should we make a formula out of this?
Andrew Wilson weighs in to help us.
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WeekS
A Charismatic Theology of Healing — two
talks by Andrew Wilson
If healing has ever confused you and puzzled
you and you’d like someone to sit down and
chat with you at length about healing in the
Bible, Andrew Wilson offers to be your guide
in these two sessions.
Part 1: https://vimeo.com/237787710
Part 2: https://vimeo.com/237664130
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THE WORLD

As Peter and John brought new strength and hope to
the lame man, let's ask that the world church would
be active in bringing similar hope to refugees and
asylum seekers… and that their practical needs would
be met more completely and compassionately.

THE NATION

As Peter and John brought new strength and hope to
the lame man, let's ask that the world church would
be active in bringing similar hope to refugees and
asylum seekers… and that their practical needs would
be met more completely and compassionately.

THE CHURCH

Let's pray that many in Portsmouth who don't yet
grasp the meaning of "the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth" [Acts 3:6] would find new life in Him
through the ministry of ChristCentral and other
Gospel-preaching churches.
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Ways to worship

WeekS

Welcome
Our God is a God of welcome! John 3:17 tells us that Jesus didn’t
come to condemn the world but to save it. We shouldn’t let the
prejudgments of those who are different from us, stop us from
providing a warm and hospitable welcome to all. God’s people have
always been instructed to welcome the ‘foreigner’ and to provide for
them. In Romans 12, Paul tells us that a sign of authentic Christian
love is to welcome the stranger (philoxenia). We welcome not out of
duty, but by being reminded that God has first welcomed us – this is
the gospel.
When we take time to welcome others around us during our
gatherings, we are demonstrating the gospel. We are showing one
another the love of God. It also acts as a sign of our unity as a family
given to one another. No matter how well you may know the person
next to you, they are either a member of your family or a visitor
wanting to know if the love of God is really among us. Your welcome
of each other is worship. Jesus said people would know who His
disciples are by their love for one another (John 13:35) - let people
encounter the love of God through you each week. Perhaps you feel
insecure, and don’t think people would want your welcome? Step out
of your comfort zone and apply the gospel to yourself, you are a
chosen child of God, you are precious in His sight, you can be used
by God to bring hope and share the truth of God’s love to others.
Take this welcoming attitude with you into our time of refreshments
after the service. It’s an act of worship to reach out to someone
alone, or not like you. God sees them, and they should receive this
truth by being seen by His people, through being chatted to. If
you’re in a group, make an effort each week to invite someone new
into your conversation.
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In Jesus’ Name - Acts 3 v 1-10
Who was at the gate and what did he want?
What did he receive, v7-8? Do you think this is what
he was expecting? What was his response, v8?
What are you asking God for at the moment? Do
we ask God for a sub-optimal outcome?
In what areas of life do you need help? How can we
be tempted to loose faith that God can assist in
unexpected ways?
In what ways has God come through for you in
unexpected ways recently? What was your
response? How should we respond?

Challenge: Why not share with someone this week,
how God has worked in your life. Pray for more of
these stories of God's faithfulness.
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WeekS
A SPACE FOR YOUR THOUGHTS...
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Week6

/ Acts 4:1-22

ORDINARY PEOPLE
Weekly Memory Verse
"Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John,
and perceived that they were uneducated, common
men, they were astonished. And they recognised that
they had been with Jesus."

Acts 4: 13
What makes the church stand out? What makes
the people inside the church different from those
outside? What is it that causes us to stand out
and be 'salt and light' in the world around us?
We've been with Jesus. We've spent time in his
presence and dwelt with him. He has
empowered us and we are his. That's what the
council saw when they looked at Peter and John,
they saw untrained and uneducated men that
had spent time in the presence of Jesus, learning
from him and becoming like him.
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Uneducated and common…
they were not illiterate or stupid,
they were not men who's
intelligence was being
questioned. Instead, it was
being pointed out that they had
received no higher level of
training, they were not Rabbis or
teachers. Their training and
preparation for this moment had
come from spending time at the
feet of Jesus.
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DAILY READINGS
MONDAY / Exodus 3
TUESDAY / 1 Samuel 16: 1- 13
WEDNESDAY / Psalm 18
THURSDAY / 2 Corinthians 12: 8- 10
FRlDAY / Acts 4: 23- 31
(getting ready for Sunday)

G GOING DEEPER

In the name
Lakewood music
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Week6

Ways to worship
Silence
In a world full of hurry and busyness, silence can be hard
to come by. Silence can expose our restlessness,
especially if you are not used to it. In the silence fears,
hurts and insecurities can bubble to the surface, things
that we distract ourselves from through keeping busy!
God wants to minister to these things and bring peace
to hearts and minds. Practicing silence helps us bring
our true selves before God without a mask. God is not
afraid of us being real with Him. He loves us because he
loves us, not because we have everything sorted!

Silence reminds us of the gospel, that God has done
everything, and we don’t need to do anything. In
silence we can find rest before God. We can learn
contentment in Him. We can bring our exposed heart
condition to the master surgeon and ask Him in prayer
for healing knowing that he has invited us to come to
him warts and all.
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THE WORLD

The UK hosts the 26th UN Climate Change
Conference in Glasgow 31 October – 12 November
[ COP-26 https://ukcop26.org/ ]. Let's ask that God,
who created the world, would guide it leaders to
make and implement commitments that will
significantly benefit our planet's future.

THE NATION

Let's bring before the Lord Jesus, who had "no place
to lay his head" [Luke 9:58], the big issue of
homelessness in our country, praying for effective
government strategies to tackle it, alongside Christian
charities such as https://www.hopeintoaction.org.uk
and https://www.greenpastures.net/

THE CHURCH

They "recognized that they had been with
Jesus" [Acts 4:13] Let's ask God to increase our desire
to be with Jesus and to keep amazing us with who He
is, what He has done, and what He continues to do
throughout the world.
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Week6

64

65

Ordinary People - Acts 4:1-22
Do we disqualify ourselves from talking about
our faith or doing things that God is calling us
to because of our education or past?
What can we do to ensure that we are
spending time in God's presence in our
day's/ week's etc. Share how we each spend
time with Jesus (scripture/ prayer/ worship
etc).
Can we be tempted to rely on 'clever
arguments' or 'wise words' when we are
talking to people about our faith? Do we trust
in the power of God?
Share some of the characters and stories of
the Bible that show that no matter who the
person, God can use them for his glory and
purpose.
What can we do this week to help us to spend
time with Jesus and to help each other in our
walk with God?
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Challenge: Consider a current opposition
you are facing. Pray how these believers
prayed and ask God to bring about v29-30
in your situation.

Week 7. Acts 4:23-31

SPIRTUAL BOLDNESS
Weekly Memory Verse
"In him we have boldness and confident
access through faith."

Ephesians 3: 12
Peter and John have been taken to the council, the
religious leaders to give an account of what they've
been doing. They have been told to stop preaching
the Gospel, told to be silent on the work of Jesus and
the power of the Holy Spirit. But they won't! They
won't stop; and now the disciples are gathered. Now
they pray, not for 'opportunities' to share the Gospel,
those are all around. But instead they pray for
boldness; boldness to witness, boldness to stand firm
and boldness to take to the Gospel to all those around
them.
67

The disciples first response is
prayer. As soon as they are
released by the council, Peter
and John go to the others and
pray. They don't plan, they
don't scheme or strategise,
they pray. They lift their voices
and their eyes and the pray.
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DAILY READINGS
MONDAY / Psalm 21
TUESDAY / Psalm 56
WEDNESDAY / Isaiah 41
THURSDAY / Psalm 23
FRlDAY / Acts 6: 8- 15

(getting ready for Sunday)

G GOING DEEPER
Help! I Don’t Like Praying in Public
Pat Quinn

Why God Theology Matters in Prayer
Pat Quinn
Intercession – Prayer Course

If praying for others is something you struggle with, this
video from the Prayer Course is helpful. If you’ve
already taken part in the prayer course, this could be a
great chance to refresh your memory.
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Ways to worship

Week7

Confession
When was the last time you confessed your sins to
someone? Confession may have a bad rep because of
the perceived link to the practice of confession to a priest
in the Catholic church and subsequent penance.
However, confession is thoroughly biblical! 1 John 1:9 ‘If
we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’
Confession was a part of worship in the early church that
we have lost. The Anglican church held onto the practice
as a corporate act of confession to God and not to a
priest.
At The Forge evening service, we had confession each
week, it is an incredible reminder of the gospel. It
reminds us of our need for forgiveness, no one is without
sin – John 1:8: ‘If we say, “We have no sin,” we are
deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us.’ And it
reminds us of the guarantee of forgiveness because of
Christ’s finished work on the cross. Don’t let guilt and
shame destroy the power of the gospel, confess your
need for Him and find freedom in the victory of God.
There is now no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus
(Romans 8:1).
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THE WORLD

"And now, Lord, consider their threats, and grant that
your servants may speak your word with all
boldness" [Acts 4:29] North Korea is the most
dangerous place on earth to be a Christian, so let's
pray for God's protection but also for boldness in
witness to Him. [opendoorsuk.org/persecution/worldwatch-list/north-korea/ ]

THE NATION

Let's thank God for the freedom of speech that we
enjoy in the UK and ask that, as our culture moves
further away from its Christian roots, the church would
use that freedom wisely and well; and let's pray also
that the church would remain distinctive from the
world rather than parroting secular values.

THE CHURCH

Among the things that Satan uses to stop Christians
evangelising are: pride - not wanting to look foolish;
fear of what might happen; unbelief - assuming God
will not show up. Let's ask that God would give us
courage and boldness to overcome these and other
barriers to talking about Jesus.
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Week7

72

73

Spirtual Boldness - Acts 4 v 23-31
Peter and John report back to their people what had
happened to them - what had just happened to them? (See
last week)
Do we share our spiritual struggles with others? If not, what
holds you back?
What is the response to the events they have been
through, v24-30? When you face opposition, where can you
be tempted to turn?
What do they pray? Does this surprise you? What can we
be tempted to fill our prayers with when we face trials?
How does God respond, v31? What does being filled with
the Spirit produce?

Challenge: Share some encouragements
from scripture to each other. Maybe there
is a Psalm to read or passage to share?
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Week8 I Acts 6:8-15

WORLDLY OPPOSITION
Weekly Memory Verse

"If God is for us who can be against
us?"
Romans 8: 31
As the church goes out, as the people of God
are bold in their declaration of the Gospel there
is opposition. Some mild, some forceful. Stephen
here comes against forceful opposition. He has
been preaching the Gospel when he seized by
the religious authorities. They lie, bear false
witness and conspire against him. He is seized by
them and they were enraged by what he was
saying. Later, Stephen becomes the first martyr
of the Christian faith.
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Opposition for the faith.
Should we be expecting
opposition when we preach
the Gospel? Should we
welcome it? Are we prepared
for it? The Bible calls the
message of the Gospel the
'fragrance of death' to some
and to others, 'the fragrance of
life'. There will be those who
are offended by the message
of the Gospel, some who will
ridicule and hate us for it; and
yet, like Stephen we must
stand firm, be bold and show
the love, mercy and grace of
God in a dark world.
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DAILY READINGS
MONDAY / 1 Samuel 17
TUESDAY / 1 Kings 18: 20- 40
WEDNESDAY / 1 Thessalonians 2: 1- 12
THURSDAY / Psalm 23
FRlDAY / Acts 6: 8- 15
(getting ready for Sunday)

G GOING DEEPER
Praise to you alone
Gas Street Music

Hope of the ages

Hillsongs - Ft Cody Carnes
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Ways to worship

Week8

Communion
Christ instructed his followers to remember Him through
the act of taking communion, eating the bread and
drinking wine (juice) whenever they met together. Paul
tells us that this act not only signifies our unity with
Christ, but it also communicates our unity with one
another as a local body of believers. Communion is a
multi-sensory demonstration of the gospel. It is tasting,
seeing, hearing, and receiving the truth that Jesus’ body
was broken and blood was shed for us. No matter how
worthy you feel, what you’ve done, or where your head
is at, you can take communion knowing God loved you
at the cross, and won’t stop loving you, you are secure in
Him by His grace!
Communion is a means of receiving the grace of God, a
habit that helps remind us that we stand in God’s
presence only because of what Jesus has done for us. It
is to be taken by those who profess faith in Christ Jesus
and Paul instructs Christians to examine themselves
before coming to the Communion Table (1 Corinthians
11:27-32). It is a corporate act where we welcome one
another (1 Corinthians 11:33), not an individual act of
response. When taking communion why not invite
people that have come to church on their own to join
with us as you celebrate the victory of God and use this
as an opportunity to pray for and encourage one
another.
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THE NATION

. e heard him speaking blasphemous words" [Acts
6:11] Let's pray for our brothers and sisters in uslim
lands, where an accusation of blasphemy against
ohammed - sometimes made falsely - can lead to
persecution, imprisonment, or even death at the
hands of an enraged mob.

THE NATION

"They also presented false witnesses .." [Acts 6:13]
Let's ask God to guide all those with responsibilities
for our criminal justice system - police, court officials,
prison governors and officers, the probation service
and others - to seek truth, to act justly and also to
show compassion.

THE CHURCH

"… his {Stephen's} wisdom and the Spirit by whom
he was speaking" [Acts 6:10] Let's pray that each of us
at Christ Central would grow in wisdom and in
speaking by the Holy Spirit.
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Week8

80

81

Worldly Opposition - Acts 6:8-15
In our individual lives, what opposition to the
Gospel do we face? Such as limitations at
work, the beliefs of friends, family and co
workers etc.
How do we handle ourselves when our sharing
of the Gospel is met with rejection and a
hardness of heart?
From last week… what are we praying for?
Opportunities or boldness? Which do we
need more of personally?
Do we have stories as to how our faith has
been met with criticism or harsh words? How
should we as Christians carry ourselves in
these situations and circumstances?
"Pray for those that persecute you…" Spend
time praying for those who reject the Gospel,
or those that we are trying to reach.

Challenge: has there been a person or situation that has
cause you to fear sharing your faith? This week pray for
boldness, and that your courage would be met with
curiosity, not opposition.
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Week9 /Acts 6: 8- 15

THE POWER OF GOD
Weekly Memory Verse

"Hallelujah! Salvation, glory, and power
belong to our God…"
Revelation 19: 1
Philip goes. The church is starting to
spread, to go out from Jerusalem and fulfill
the great Commission that Jesus gave to
his disciples. Philip goes to Samaria; after
being scattered by persecution the
disciples are now fulfilling the vision that
Stephen had to take the gospel outside of
the Jews, beyond Jerusalem to the 'ends of
the earth'. He witnesses to the Samaritans.
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At the signs and wonders that were
being shown, "there was great joy in the
city". The miracles of healing that were
happening in the name of Jesus and
empowered by the Holy Spirit caused
the people to be filled with joy. The
disciples were going with the word of
God, in the power of the Spirit showing
that the church had power and that
Jesus was alive.

DAILY READINGS
MONDAY/ Nehemiah 8: 9- 12
TUESDAY/ Habakkuk 3: 17- 19
WEDNESDAY/ James 1
THURSDAY/ Psalm 30
FRlDAY/ Acts 8: 14- 25
(getting ready for Sunday)
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G GOING DEEPER
Are Miracles Possible
Bethinking.org
A question we may struggle answer is how
we can explain the miracles of the Bible in a
culture that places such a high value on
scientific discovery.
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Ways to worship

Week9

The Lord's Prayer
Jesus taught His disciples how to pray. We have a biblical model
for prayer from God himself! Many modern churches have
dispensed with praying it, perhaps because it feels a bit too
traditional / religious. Because we have a personal relationship
with God we don’t need to come to him with specific words or a
formula or ritual for prayer. However, we should all want to honor
God in how we pray, and the Lord’s Prayer helps us to do that.
So often prayer can become just about our feelings, needs and
wants. The Lord’s Prayer reminds us we pray primarily to see God’s
will done and his Kingdom come (which includes provision of your
daily bread). It reminds us we pray to ‘Our Father’, a God who
leads, guides, protects, and cares for us. He is ‘in Heaven’,
awesome, majestic, ‘large and in charge’. It reminds us of the
spiritual battle, of temptation of the presence of evil, and the need
to forgive.

Saying the Lord’s Prayer together, like the creeds, unites us as a
body of Christ followers connected by a desire for a Kingdom not
our own. It ensures our worship reflects the values of the gospel,
and the habit of praying it will help us in our private prayers.
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THE WORLD

"Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed
the Messiah to them." [Acts 8:5] Let's thank God for
inspiring Philip to reach out to Samaria and pray that
He would continue to call many to take the Good
News of Jesus to ethnic groups with little or no
Christian witness.

THE NATION

"A man named Simon had previously practiced
sorcery in that city and amazed the Samaritan people,
while claiming to be somebody great." [Acts 8:9] Let's
pray that God would call into positions of power in
our nation those who have a desire to serve rather
than wanting to be "somebody great".

THE CHURCH

"The crowds were all paying attention to what Philip
said, as they listened and saw the signs he was
performing." [Acts 8:6] Let's pray that, whatever signs
God may or may not choose to perform amongst us at
ChristCentral, many unbelievers would pay attention
to the Good News and put their trust in Jesus.
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The Power of God - Acts 8 v 4-13
Who are the two characters in this passage? What
do we know about each of them?
People followed Simon because he seemed
powerful (v10-11). Who can we be tempted to follow
or revere because they have influence or power?
What happened to Simon, v13? Was this what you
would have expected if you knew him?
Who can we be tempted to discount from coming
to know Jesus? Why do we assume the Gospel
won't appeal to them?
In what ways are we more impressed by earthly
power then heavenly power? How can we change
this?

Challenge: Pray for a friend or family member
who you have discounted from being
interested in Jesus. Why not invite them to
Church or an event where they will hear the
Gospel.
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Week9
A SPACE FOR YOUR THOUGHTS...
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Week10 / Acts 8:14-25

SPIRIT BAPTISM
Weekly Memory Verse

"He is the Spirit of truth."
John 14: 17
The Samaritan town has received Jesus. Through the witness
of Philip they have come to faith, seen great miracles and are
filled with joy. They have been baptised and have become
follows of Jesus and part of his church. However, they have not
yet been filled with the Spirit. Although they have been saved,
and the Spirit has done a work of regeneration in their hearts;
there is more. Peter and John go to them to see the Spirit of
God fill them in a new way. Whatever our experience so far of
the work of God in our lives, is there more?

KEV CONCEPTS
Salvation, Baptism and the Holy Spirit. The work of the
Spirit of God is evident, essential and at the crux of our
salvation. It is the Spirit's work in our hearts that causes us
to come to faith. "…and no one can say 'Jesus is Lord'
except by the Holy Spirit." As Christians we are a people
who have been gifted and filled with the Spirit of God. But
we are also command to be continually filled, and to know
more of his presence and his power.
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Ways to worship

Week10

Corporate Prayer
Corporate Prayer for our church, city, nation, and
the world, reminds of us the scale of our mission, as
ambassadors of Christ. It reminds us that we are
not to be inward looking and detached from what is
happening around us. It helps shift our focus to
those we are sent to love and to serve. Jeremiah 29
specifically exhorts the Jewish exiles to pray for the
prosperity of their city. Prayer together about such
things demonstrates our desire to live biblically in a
world that is opposed to us. It will hopefully lead us
to greater engagement in the week as we see
things happen and are reminded that God cares.
God has called us to bring hope and to share truth
in, around and beyond Portsmouth. It is hoped our
prayers together will overflow into our actions, that
we would go some way to being the answer for the
things we are praying for as we seek God’s will and
His Kingdom.
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DAILY READINGS
MONDAY/ Acts 19: 1- 7
TUESDAY/ 1 Corinthians 12: 1- 11
WEDNESDAY/ Matthew 7: 7- 12
THURSDAY/ Ephesians 1: 13- 14
FRlDAY/ Acts 14: 21- 28
(getting ready for Sunday)

G GOING DEEPER
Empowered by the Holy Spirit

Terry Virgo, the founder of our family of churches,
walks us through the Book of Acts to unpack what it
means for believers to receive the Holy Spirit.

Baptism of the Holy Spirt

Francis Chan
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THE WORLD

"When the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that
Samaria had received the word of God, they sent
Peter and John to them." [Acts 8:14] Let's praise the
Lord for our apostolic leaders across the https://
newfrontierstogether.org/ family of churches and pray
that they would have great wisdom in their strategic
role.

THE NATION

"For people will ... {hold} to the form of godliness but
{deny} its power." [1 Timothy 3:2, 5] Let's pray that,
where this is true of the UK church, God would be at
work in the power of His Holy Spirit to uphold the
glory of His Name.

THE CHURCH

Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and
they received the Holy Spirit. {Acts 8:17} Let's pray
that all of us at ChristCentral would receive the Holy
Spirit, and would be open to a continuous filling of
the Holy Spirit [Ephesians 5:18].
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Spirit Baptism - Acts - 8:14 - 25
If you are comfortable, share your
experience of what it means to you
personally to be filled with the Spirit of
God.
Do you think there is more that the Spirit
wants to do through you if you would ask
God to fill you afresh?
Share a time where you have felt the Spirit
at God at work in your life (a time of filling,
or in worship or through the word etc).
Pray, that we would all be filled with the
Spirit, maybe for the first time.
When you read about what the Holy Spirit
comes to do, does it excite you or scare
you?

Challenge: Pray that this week the Holy Spirit would fill
you afresh. No matter where you are on your walk with
Jesus, there is more. Start now, and pray for one
another.
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Week10
A SPACE FOR YOUR THOUGHTS...
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Week 11 / Acts 14:21-28

KINGDOM ADVANCE
Weekly Memory Verse
"Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations,
baptising them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit…"

Matthew 28: 19
The church is growing. The message of the
gospel is doing what Jesus said that it would do;
it is going out from Jerusalem towards the ends
of the earth. Paul, and others are taking the
message of Jesus to the Jews and the Gentiles
and they are establishing the church in all the
towns, villages and nations they come to. They
are raising up leaders, praying and fasting
together. They have faced persecution but God
is at work, and the church is advancing.
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DAILY READINGS
MONDAY/ 1 Corinthians 15: 1- 11
TUESDAY/1 Corinthians 15: 12- 19
WEDNESDAY/1 Corinthians 20- 28
THURSDAY/ 1 Corinthians 50- 58
FRlDAY/Revelation 21
(getting ready for Sunday)

A SPACE FOR YOUR THOUGHTS...
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Ways to worship

Week 11

Blessing
At the end of our gatherings, we want to
bless people and send them out, recognising
that we are as dependent on God every
weekday as we are on a Sunday. Sunday is
our time to be refreshed, renewed,
reorientated, so that we can be sent into the
world as ambassadors of the Kingdom of
God.
We go as witnesses to the reality of the
gospel. We need to remember and
recognise the presence of God with us as we
live our worshiping lives in the world.
Receiving a blessing reminds us that we need
God and that God is with us.
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A SPACE FOR YOUR THOUGHTS...

Week 11
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A SPACE FOR YOUR THOUGHTS...
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Week 11

THE WORLD

"From there they sailed back to Antioch where they
had been commended to the grace of God for the
work they had now completed." [Acts 14:26] Let's ask
God to continue to raise up church-planting
movements across the world church, and especially in
countries that have in the past received missionaries
rather than sent them.

THE NATION

Let's thank God for the work and witness of https://
www.christiansinparliament.org.uk/ and let's pray that
parliamentarians would be strengthened in their faith
and increase in wisdom as they seek to make decisions
based on biblical principles. Let's pray too for effective
outreach to those who are not yet believers.

THE CHURCH

"When they had appointed elders for them in every
church…" {Acts 14:23] Let's praise God for our elders
and ask the Lord to guide and inspire them as they
oversee our vision to be a multiplying church.

101

Week 11
Kingdom Advance - Acts 12:21-28

1
2
3

How can we as individuals bring about the mission of
the church: 'to see lives and communities in, around
and beyond Portsmouth transformed by the Gospel,
enjoying God and glorifying him in all things."
What do we read in verse 22 as the way in which they
strengthened the disciples? Is this strange to us?
How can we see this outworked in our lives?
All of our areas of influence are different. Whether
you are at work, or on the school run, or at university
(or anywhere else!) we have people to share the
gospel with. Practically, how can we take small steps
to be see Kingdom advance where we are?

Challenge: Fast. Maybe for the whole day, maybe for one
meal. Could you organise as a life group to pick a day this
week where you could have a day of prayer and fasting for the
church, for the city and for the nation? Pray for the
advancement of the Gospel in Portsmouth.
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A SPACE FOR YOUR THOUGHTS...
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Week 11
A SPACE FOR YOUR THOUGHTS...

104

SHARE YOUR STORVI
Have you enjoyed this companion guide? Have you felt
God challenge and encourage you? What has been your
key takeaway? Have you encountered God in a new way?
We'd love to hear your story, and share it to encourage the
church. We'd also like to continue to develop resources
that can serve and equip you, so please let us know if you
have any feedback that can help us improve. Get in touch
through Facebook or email daniel@christcentral.church.

LIKE AND FOLLOW US
Facebook christcentral.ch
lnstagram christcentralchurchportsmouth
YouTube christcentralchurch

www.christcentral.church/

This Companion Guide was created by
the ChristCentral Teaching Team and
designed in-house.

