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Key Dates

Save the Date

Church Weekend Away 26th – 29th August 2022
For more details head to christcentral.church/events
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Kings & KIngdoms

overview
Welcome to summer 2022, both a time of growth and a season
of rest.
The current war in Ukraine (which I pray has ceased since I’ve
written this) highlights starkly the struggle that exists between
nations, as one nation seeks to rule another. While war is
thankfully rare, struggle exists in every nation as factions seek
to exert influence on the democratic process. Brexit anyone?
Where does this struggle begin, if not in the human heart?
There is a desire in all of us to be the master of our own
destinies, captains of our own ships, holders of our own
remote controls… It is the human condition to try to seize
and grasp control in a belief that we hold the key to our own
flourishing. This is sin presenting itself: shove off God, I’m in
charge, not you. We want to be the king or queen of our own
kingdom. Don’t worry… God knew this, and he has a plan!
The Bible is a unified story that reveals the origin of our
restless condition and tells us of the answer that brings true
peace, not only to the world, but to the human heart. This is
the good news that there is one Kingdom to rule them all.
This term we’re starting right at the beginning, in the book
of Genesis, and we are going to chart the rise and fall of
kingdoms through the Old Testament. We’re going to see
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God’s sovereign hand at work through the struggle until every
knee bows to the King of Kings in the book of Revelation. We’ll
see God working to achieve his purposes through Babylon,
Egypt, Israel, and Persia. Though nations rise and fall today,
God’s Kingdom has always been in the plan, and through Jesus
that Kingdom has come and will one day be fully realised.
Through faith in Jesus Christ, we inherit the Kingdom - not as
slaves, or sojourners but as sons and daughters! The Kingdom
of God is a Kingdom of peace and righteousness, where all
who enter lay down their rights and desires in worship of the
true King. Yes, sin wages war within us, but we follow Christ’s
example of sacrifice for the sake of others. As God’s love is
poured into our hearts by His Spirit, it frees us from
self-preservation and compels us to a life lived loving others.
This term, as the mirror of the Word of God is held up and
reveals the remnants of thirst for control deep within us, let us
trust God that His plan for us is better. Let’s trust that life in
His Kingdom will bring both abundance and rest. Let’s rest in
the knowledge that God has given us everything we need for
life and godliness. By God’s grace, we come to Him to drink
from rivers of living water. As we our nourished by the Spirit
and the Word our souls will grow, and our lives with flourish as
we follow the Jesus Way, loving God and loving others.

Adam
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WATCH

What is the Kingdom of God?
The Bible Project
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xmFPS0f-kzs

In addition to our key dates & life
groups every week we have:
Prayer meeting

We would love you to stand alongside us and pray for the
weekly needs of our family. Every Tuesday at 12:00 - 12: 30.
All are welcome regularly or occasionally!
Meeting ID: 820 6648 1860
Password: prayer

Acorn Bookshop

Christ Central runs a Christian Bookshop in the city on
Palmerston Road. It’s open Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
from 10am - 4pm. Come in and say ‘hi’, buy a book or a Bible!

little ones stay and play

Every Friday, during term time, we host a toddler and
parents Stay and Play at Eastney Methodist Church from
9:30 to 11:30am.
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WHO WE ARE
as a church
Do you know who you are? If you have faith in Jesus Christ, you
are a citizen of heaven, and heir to the Kingdom of God:
He has rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred
us into the kingdom of the Son he loves. Col 1:13
Your faith is a sure and certain sign that this miraculous transfer
has taken place! You may not feel like it, but that doesn’t stop
it from being true. It’s often hard to believe and / or easy to
forget because it is a spiritual reality which the world around
you doesn’t affirm.
If we look to the world to affirm biblical truth, we will likely
become disillusioned, for the world is the ‘domain of darkness’.
(That’s not to say there aren’t incredibly beautiful God-given
signs of grace and his glory in the world around us…) But the
desires of the ‘kingdom of the world’ are at odds with the
Kingdom of God. The ancient Israelites struggled to believe
their identity because the kingdoms around them seemed to
have it all, their ‘truth’ appeared more compelling and more
trustworthy, their way of life seemed more freeing. Israel
constantly ‘fell’ into the temptation of thinking the grass was
greener on the other side… Yet one day the Kingdom of God
will one day triumph over the earthly kingdoms. God’s rule and
reign of peace, righteousness, joy, will extend throughout the
earth and God makes all things new…
This Kingdom rule starts now, in our hearts, as God turns our
hearts of stone into hearts of flesh. We are made spiritually
alive by His grace, empowered by His Spirit to lay down our
distorted desires (affirmed by this world) and live loving God
and loving others. We are a Kingdom-advancing church to the
extent to which we give Christ the King rule and reign first in
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our hearts, and then outwork this in our relationships with
the city around us. We are called to be ambassadors of the
Kingdom, witnesses to everything Christ Jesus has done.
The church is a place where those who don’t yet follow Jesus
come and see a glimpse of a transformed way of living. In
the church, people can see the fruit that has come from
relationship with God and life in the Spirit: our love for one
another, our peace, our joy, our hope. We live differently, and
our distinctiveness gives glory to God and displays His glory
for all to see.
This term we want to give many opportunities for people to
connect with the body of the church, to see the Kingdom way
of doing things.
Firstly, that may mean you deciding to connect with us more.
You can do this in so many ways, through attending a
mid-week group, serving on a team, praying with us on
Tuesday at noon, and / or becoming a member.
Secondly, we hope you’ll find faith to connect non-believing
friends and family to some of our new activity style groups
we are running this term. This may lead to an invitation and
curiosity to come to church on a Sunday.
I recently heard a story from one of our church members who
had invited a non-Christian work colleague to church. After
hearing a prophetic word, their guest was instantly spoken
to, and felt like they needed to make getting back to church
a priority – felt they needed more of what we had. We have
Jesus, He has given himself for this city, a gift of grace, that
all may come to Him and receive new life. Let’s be bold and
connect with what God is doing amongst us!

8

Join a Life Group

Connect with the life of the church, make friends and grow in
your faith! Sign up here for a mid week group.
https://christcentral.church/groups/

Serve on a Team

Find your place on a team and come and serve in the church.
Whatever your passion, heart or gifting, there is a team that
needs you! Teams to join: https://christcentral.church/serving

Pray with us

There is power in the gift of prayer! Join us every Tuesday as
we seek God in prayer for ourselves, the church, the nation
and the world.
Meeting ID: 820 6648 1860 | Password: prayer

Give

Everything we do is done through the gift of finance from
church members. Consider starting or growing a journey of
giving and see God move through it!
https://christcentral.church/give

Become a member

Are you part of us as a church? Are you ‘all in’ or do you still
have some questions? Come and get to know us a bit better
over lunch and then consider being a part of the family.
https://christcentral.church/membership

Join Faithlife

We have a private online community that enables us to share
information, e.g. prayer requests and requests for help. Go to
https://faithlife.com/christcentralportsmouth to request access.
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Doing Life Together
Each week during the week, the church meets up in small
groups across the city. Our mid-week groups are called Life
Groups, they are a place to make friends, grow in faith,
and connect with the life of the church. This term we have
added some more activities to our list of groups. We want to
create more opportunities for people in the church to gather
together and also more opportunities to invite friends to get
to know us. People who aren't familiar with church may find
it quite daunting to come to a church service. If they know
already know a few of the people that will be there it makes it
so much easier. Why not invite a friend to join a group of us at
Games Night, once a month on a Friday at Treadgolds? This is
open for the whole church family, and is a great way to make
new friends. You can sign up for as many groups as you want!

UNITE FESTIVAL

Due to the annual Commission Festival being cancelled this
year, we've decided to hold our own summer festival! We
are going camping together in Yapton, near Arundel from
Thursday 25th - Monday 29th August. You can also bring a
caravan / camper or come up everyday as it suits you. Day
tickets will be available closer to the time. The purpose of
Unite is to provide an extended time to relax together, make
new friends, and deepen friendships whilst also having more
time in worship, prayer and in the Word to encounter God
together. Please reserve your place christcentral.church/unite.
It will be fun for the whole family!
10

Life Group
details

Tuesday
H | Hope Explored

T | Dan & Kirsten

The Grace Course

R | Matt & Yvette,
Jim & Claire

Friday

RJ | Rosie & Jonathan

P | Stay & Play

m | Mary, Norman &
Beverly

K | small world

W | Sam Buchanan

Games Night

G | Pete & Debs:

Walk & Talk
A | Dan & Olivia

Adhoc

Student group

Archery

Wednesday

climbing club

S | Aaron & Lydia

Bible & beers

Bible Study

Mum's Prayer Group

B | Dave, Sue & Annelise
C | Paul & Katie
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Life Groups
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Hope Explored looks at the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus in Luke’s Gospel, this three-session series shows that
Christianity is about real hope: a joyful expectation for the
future, based on true events in the past, which changes
everything about my present.
This course is an opportunity for people – atheists, Christians,
and everyone in between – to come with their questions, and
explore Christianity. Two of our groups will be helping Steve
and Claire with the course (Rosie and Jonathan and Matt and
Yvettes groups). But we want to encourage everyone to be
inviting friends along.

10TH, 17TH & 24TH MAY

Tuesday evenings at John Pounds Centre Cafe
23 Queen St, PO1 3HN | 7:30pm

FOR FULL DETAILS & WAYS TO SIGN UP:

www.christcentral.church/groups/
For more details, or to sign yourself and your guest up.
Use the QR code or go to christcentral.church/HE
12

13

Studying

Recommended

OT context
The first 39 books of the Bible make up the Old Testament. Its
scope and scale is vast and covers everything from the creation
of all things and the fall of mankind in Genesis 1 to 3, through
the lives and call of people like Abraham, Isaac, Joseph, Moses,
Joshua, Nehemiah, Daniel and David to name only a few!
It spans 2 millennia of human history and the books it contains
vary in style as much as theme. If you read the Old Testament
through you’ll read the law given to Moses, the history of the
people of Israel, the wisdom of David and Solomon and the
words spoken through the prophets like Daniel, Isaiah and
ending in Malachi.
Authors: Moses wrote the first 5 books, the Law; and then there
is a vast list of writers the recorded the remaining 31 books.
Theme: Throughout the journey of the people of God, one
theme speaks louder than any other, there is a plan! There is a
God who is at work through his people and one day, a saviour
is coming to put right all that has gone wrong. God speaks,
and he acts, and he loves his people; and one day that will
be demonstrated through Jesus. The whole Old Testament is
about Jesus.
Kings and Kingdoms: The Old Testament sees the rise and fall
of Nations under the sovereign hand of God. Babel is build by
man because of his arrogance and God scatters people and
confuses their language. From then we see the attempts made
by nations to establish themselves, to make a name for
themselves in an attempt to be remembered, known and wield
power. But God’s hand is over and above it. His Kingdom will
be an everlasting Kingdom and His rule and reign will never
come to an end.
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READING
WEEK 1 | MAY 1ST

Kingdom
origins
Genesis 2
Genesis 11: 1 - 9
WEEK 2 | MAY 8TH

Kingdoms
raised up
Exodus 9 (focus on 9: 16)
Romans 9 (focus on 9: 17)
WEEK 3 | MAY 15TH

God’s Kingdom
rejected
Judges 2
WEEK 4 | MAY 29TH

DAVID
1 Samuel 16

We were meant to rule with
God, we were created to be in
relationship with him and exercise
a Godly reign over what he had
made. But it went wrong, man’s
arrogance took over and we went
away from God.

How could Pharaoh be allowed
to rule over the people of God in
Egypt? How could this happen?
God is in control, God is sovereign
and God has a plan!
“In those days there was no King
in Israel; everyone did whatever
seemed right to him.” (Judges 21:
25) We thought we knew best, we
thought we knew what we wanted.
Israel looked to other nations,
other gods, other idols in order to
establish their kingdom.
In David, God saw ‘a man after his
own heart’. What does God look for
in those that he’s called to lead in
his Kingdom?
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Recommended

READING
WEEK 5 | JUNE 5TH

AbsAlom
2 Samuel 15

WEEK 6 | JUNE 12TH

Ahab
Kings 16

WEEK 7 | JUNE 19TH

Uzziah
Isaiah 6
2 Chronicles 26

WEEK 8 | JUNE 26TH

josiah
2 Chronicles 34
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There are many who only look to
grab power. They cling to power
that isn’t theirs and they try to
muscle in on those God has called
to lead. There are many like that,
but Jesus, our great example, shows
the humility of a true King.
Who are we following? Who are we
trying to rule like? Ahab tried to
rule like the examples he saw in the
nations around him. God calls his
people to be different, to be
distinct, to model themselves on
Him and no one else.
It can all start so well! Uzziah
started with the best of intentions,
but his focus shifted. He lost sight of
what he was doing and who he was
doing it for and it cost him and his
people dearly.
Paul says to Timothy, “don’t let
anyone despise your youth…”
Josiah was 8 when he stepped up to
become King! And he did well, he
started to bring the people back to
the Lord, rid the temple of idols and
return to the Word.

WEEK 9 | JULY 3RD

Queen Esther
Esther
WEEK 10 | JULY 10TH

The true King’s
Kingdom
Revelation 4 & 5
WEEK 11 | JULY 17TH

The everlasting Kingdom
Revelation 18 & 19

God’s Kingdom has the perfect
timing. Esther was raised up for
‘such a time as this’. God knows who
he needs, where he needs them and
when. Are we listening to where he’s
putting us?
There is a true King, one King who
is seated on the throne and above
everything else. He rules and he
reigns and he is in complete control.
While there have been many
kings and leaders who have risen
and fallen, there is an everlasting
Kingdom, an unending and unfailing
Kingdom. There is the King of a new,
coming Kingdom, the real, final and
unending Kingdom. God reigns, and
Jesus wins!

WEEK 1 | READ

Does the Bible have a vision for my
Monday morning at work?

From Genesis onwards, the Bible has a lot to
teach us about God’s way of working and the
world’s way of working. Here’s an introduction!
https://licc.org.uk/resources/discover-a-richer-way-ofworking/

17

WEEK 2 | WATCH

WEEK 7 | WATCH

A quick overview of the Exodus

How does history point us to Jesus?

(story not told by Dreamworks)

If you know the Prince of Egypt musical, you’ll
know lots of Moses’ story. Watch this overview
of how the Bible tells the story.
https://youtu.be/jH_aojNJM3E

WEEK 4 | WATCH

https://youtu.be/HR7xaHv3Ias

What kind of King could save
the world?

WEEK 9 | WATCH

God’s promises in the Old Testament and
the stories of Israel’s kings prepares us for
the arrival of Jesus! King David is uniquely
highlighted as the ancestor of Jesus.
https://youtu.be/3dEh25pduQ8

WEEK 5 | READ

Is history a story of a few great
heroes?

Some characters in the Bible are clearly flawed
or evil, and others we talk about as heroes. But
it’s easy to forget that it’s not so simple. The
Bible is honest about the flaws of our ‘heroes’.
https://www.1517.org/articles/you-dont-have-to-be-great

WEEK 6 | READ

What makes Kings rise and fall?
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1 & 2 Chronicles were the last book in the
Jewish scriptures, recapping Israel’s history
and anticipating Jesus as the much needed
King. We’re spending a couple of weeks in
these books, so watch and see how the stories
fit together

The books of 1 & 2 Kings, which we read from
this week with Ahab’s story, are confusing.
This brief overview will help us see how these
stories point us to Jesus.
https://youtu.be/bVFW3wbi9pk

What’s it like to live as God’s
people exiled into a society that
doesn’t worship him?

God’s people were exiled into Babylon in the
Old Testament, which provides the historical
back story for Esther and why she’s away
from home years later. But there’s also lots we
can learn about living as Christians in today’s
society from their experience.
https://youtu.be/XzWpa0gcPyo

WEEK 11 | WATCH

Why is the Book of Revelation
so weird?

“Apocalypse” today means the end of the
world, but in Ancient Greece it meant something
more like uncovering, revealing, or exposing.
Revelation is “apocalyptic” literature. In other
words, it’s not written to tell us primarily about
the end of the world, but to uncover and expose
what’s going on in our world now.
https://youtu.be/UNDX4tUdj1Y
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Letting your spiritual gifts

Scattered

FIND YOU

Servants

The next time you’re in church or in life group, or just hanging
out with other people, pause momentarily and ask: Is anyone
physically hurt or suffering from chronic pain? If so, take your
hands out of your pockets, lay them on your brother or sister
(if appropriate) and pray for God’s healing.

Our mission is to bring hope and share truth in, around and
beyond Portsmouth. This is the task of the whole church, and
can not be done through Sunday worship alone. While we have
incredibly special times gathered together each Sunday, we
are scattered throughout the week, able to serve God where
he has placed us, in our homes, jobs, and out and about.

Is anyone you know distraught or discouraged? Are some
finding life too frustrating to bear? If so, take them out for a
cup of coffee and listen to their story. Just listen to them. Then
love them.
Do you know people who are confused about some verse of
Scripture they just read in their devotional time? Pull out a
study Bible, or perhaps a commentary from Faithlife, and study
a bit. Then sit down with your friend and pray for the Spirit to
shed light on your thinking.
Is anyone struggling with sin? (Well, of course they are!) Offer
to pray for them. But before you do, sit quietly together and
ask the Lord to speak words of wisdom to your soul. If you
sense something, share it with them.
Do you know anyone overwhelmed by the clutter in their
house and that ever-increasing mountain of laundry? Offer to
spend Saturday with them helping out.
If we spend less time searching to identify our spiritual gift(s)
and more time praying and giving and helping and teaching
and serving and exhorting others, the likelihood greatly
increases that we will walk headlong into our gifting without
ever knowing what happened.
(An extract from The Beginners Guide to Spiritual Gifts
by Sam Storms)
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God has placed you where you are on purpose for purpose.
He has given you the light of Christ so that it can shine and
bring light and life into the darkness of this world. If you read
John 17 you'll see Jesus' heart for us to be engaged in the
world around us, so that many would come to know him.
We are not a Sunday church, we are a people that gather and
scatter, doing everything for the glory of God. Every thing you
do can be done in worship of God, as you seek to steward
every opportunity you have been given. Your work matters,
your friendships matter, your family matter.
As we look at Kings and Kingdoms, we will find that we are
distinct from the world around us, do you live distinctly
Monday - Saturday? Do you bring a Christian influence into the
things you do in the week? Start today. Pray that God would
speak to you about how you can live for Him in every situation.
God is at work renewing all things, and you can partner with
God through going into the dark and broken places and loving
others as Christ has loved you.
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In addition to our place of study or place of work, God is
calling us to poor places too. Jesus gravitated towards the
poor, to the marginalised, to the 'have-nots' or this world.
How often does your daily / weekly routine put you in contact
with people that our society overlooks? Giving to charity is
good, building relationships with the poor is so much better!
Olivia's role as the Community Care Facilitator is there to help
you connect to opportunities to serve the city. If you hear
of something that others may be interesting in helping with,
please contact Olivia, so she can share about it on Faithlife.
Here are a few ways you can go out of your way to help the
needy in this great waterfront city:
Sign up to help with Love Portsea - 11th / 12th June

This is our annual event where we get out into the Portsea
community to clear gardens for those who can't do it
themselves. This is a great way to meet our neighbours and
extend the love of Christ to them in a practical way - you don't
have to be an expert!!!
https://christcentral.church/loveportsea
Other ways to serve:
Join our Hope into Action Team
Volunteer at John's Pounds Food Cycle
Become a Street Pastor
Volunteer with Portsmouth City of Sanctuary
Consider fostering and adoption

ways to give
We are called by God to steward our finances well. Giving to
the church is a principal we see in Scripture, if you're not yet
giving, or would like to give a one-off gift, here are the details:

1.

Give by bank transfer

2.

Give by cash or cheque

3.

Give by card (via ChurchSuite)

4.

Give anonymously (via givt)

sort code: 40-37-15
account: 61773836

using the envelopes on a Sunday Morning

christcentral.churchsuite.co.uk/donate

christcentral.church/givt

If you want more information on anything above or have any
other ideas / opportunities, email olivia@christcentral.church
22

23

Share your story
Have you enjoyed this companion guide? Have you felt

God challenge and encourage you? What has been your

key takeaway? Have you encountered God in a new way?

We’d love to hear your story, and share it to encourage the
church. We’d also like to continue to develop resources

that can serve and equip you, so please let us know if you
have any feedback that can help us improve. Get in touch
through Facebook or email dan@christcentral.church.

LIKE & FOLLOW US
Facebook: christcentral.ch
Instagram: christcentralchurchportsmouth

www.christcentral.church/
This Companion Guide was created by the Christ
Central Church Teaching Team and designed in-house.

